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GFO Media Result 
Summary 
• The 2025 Governor’s Fishing Opener in 

Crosslake, MN, netted 337.8 million 
media impressions and an estimated 
audience reach of over 11 million people 
across print, broadcast, radio, and online. 

• Media Row was bustling at Manhattan 
Beach Lodge, with over 22 media outlets 
attending in person to interview the 
Governor, Explore Minnesota, the 
Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, and Crosslake community 
members. 

  



GFO Media Highlights 
The top 5 media outlets that prominently covered the 
2025 Minnesota Governor’s Fishing Opener in Crosslake on 
May 9–10: 

KSTP (5 Eyewitness News) 
Provided a comprehensive guide to the event—including license info and invasive species 
regulations—as well as on-site coverage prior to and during the opener 

Brainerd Dispatch 
Showcased an extensive photo gallery capturing Governor Walz’s activities—catching 
northerns, interacting with DNR, and protesters—accompanied by detailed captions 

KAXE (Northern Minnesota Public Radio/NPR affiliate) 
Offered in-depth reporting highlighting Walz’s fishing catch (three northern pike), the 
surrounding protests, remarks on economic impact, and statements from local leaders 

Lakeland PBS / Lakeland News 
Featured both written and video coverage emphasizing the event’s economic and community 
significance, including Walz’s message on fishing as an industry driver 

KAAL (ABC affiliated TV channel) 
Reported on Governor Walz’s participation alongside legislative leaders, capturing highlights 
from the launch ceremony and fishing on Cross Lake 
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GFO Social Media Summary 

• Potential Impressions: 7,610,909 
• Total Engagements: 4,715 
• Volume of Posts: 377 



GFO Social Media Highlights 









GFO Social Media Highlights 

Data provided by SproutSocial 

Words Recurring in Posts 





• State Agencies 
• Explore Minnesota 
• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
• The Office of the Governor and Lt. Governor 

• Local Collaborators 
• US Army Corps of Engineers, Cross Lake 
• Whitefish Area Lodging Association 
• Crosslake Community School 
• National Loon Center 
• City of Crosslake 
• Whitefish Properties LLC 
• Crosslake Chamber of Commerce 
• Zorbaz on Crozzlake 
• Crow Wing County Emergency Services 
• Whitefish Chain Yacht Club 
• Brainerd Warrior Fishing Team/Student Angler Tournament Trail 
• North Star Fireworks 
• And many more! 

Coordinated Effort 





Elements of a Great Governor’s Fishing Opener 
Core Events 

Media Row Community Celebration 

Launch Ceremony Fishing Shore Lunch 

Youth Event 
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