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Extranet Qualifications and Classifications
Updated Spring 2026

Contact Anne Paterson with any questions anne.paterson@state.mn.us or 651-539-1503

New/existing listings permissions and guidelines
A guide to the major classifications in our database and who can enter/update them on
our website.

Disclaimers:

Explore Minnesota reserves the sole right to approve/edit/reject any listing
submission and to consider it for use in our publications.

By submitting information, you are certifying that you are in compliance with all
licensing and taxation laws and that you are open to the general public.

Explore Minnesota reserves the right to edit these database listings and to
periodically review listings for continued eligibility.

Terms:

Business Owner: Business owners are always encouraged to log in to the extranet
Destination Marketing Organization (DMO): DMOs are encouraged to contact new
lodging businesses in their area to let them know of the free marketing
opportunities on exploreminnesota.com and tell them the process for applying for a
listing.

Explore Minnesota (EMN): EMN will process all new user requests received from
the business owner, event coordinator, venues, DMQO’s and submissions via the
event submission form based on the following guidelines.

Event Coordinator: The person responsible for managing the logistics, planning and
execution of the event.

Event Venue: Management or leadership in charge of the physical location at which
an event takes place.

Event Form Submissions: Any event submissions that are received through this
form: https://www.exploreminnesota.com/submit-event. Events submitted via this
form are processed in the order they are received; the event ID number is used to
determine submission order.


mailto:anne.paterson@state.mn.us
https://www.exploreminnesota.com/submit-event
https://exploreminnesota.com
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Accommodations

Editing priority is as follows:
1. Business Owner
2. DMO
3. EMN

ATTRACTIONS

Editing priority is as follows:
1. Business Owner

2. bMo
3. EMN
EVENTS

Editing priority is as follows:
1. Event Coordinator

Event Venue

DMO

EMN

Event Form Submissions

UL S

FOOD & FLAVORS (DINING)
Editing priority is as follows:

1. Business Owner

2. DMO

3. EMN

THIRD PARTY EVENT SUBMISSION'S
(TICKET SELLERS/MARKETING COMPANIES)
Events that are not submitted by the event organizer, or the venue: When submitting

events for multiple venues, please use the new event submission form found here:
https://www.exploreminnesota.com/submit-event

The order of editing preference is as follows:
1. Event Coordinator

2. Event Venue

3. bMoO


https://www.exploreminnesota.com/submit-event
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4. Events submitted via the Event Submission Form are first-come, first-served. The
event ID number will be used to determine the order of submission.

Tourism Information Sources (Destination Marketing
Organizations)

CHAMBERS/CVBS/TOURISM ORGANIZATIONS:

Primary local and regional non-profit tourism promotion organizations that can be
contacted directly by phone, mail and/or electronically and that provide detailed
information about community-wide attractions, activities and lodging in their area. The
organization must have an office that is staffed full- time or respond on a daily basis to a
recorded phone message system or electronic requests for information. Additionally, the
organization must have a printed brochure or response piece to mail out, or a useful
consumer website with travel information.

ASSOCIATIONS - STATEWIDE, REGIONAL & LOCAL:

Statewide, regional or local associations and organizations, which have multiple
members, and exist to promote tourism in Minnesota, but which do not meet the criteria
for the primary chamber/CVB/non- profit tourism organization category. The primary
focus may be activity- or interest-based and/or cover a specific Minnesota region or
community. The organization must provide some form of travel information to the public
beyond this database listing — for example, a useful consumer website, a printed response
piece and/or a public telephone contact number.

WELCOME CENTERS:

Official State of Minnesota Welcome Centers, staffed by Explore Minnesota (EMN) or in
direct partnership agreements with the State. Designated Affiliate Welcome Centers are
not listed here but are included in the Chambers/CVBs/Tourism Organizations category.

TRIBAL NATIONS:

Federally recognized Tribal Nations within the state of Minnesota.

OTHER INFORMATIONAL WEBSITES:

Links to web-based community tourism information sites that do not meet the
requirements for the organizations or associations shown above. The website must have
the primary focus of providing recreational or other tourism-related information about a
particular Minnesota community or region, including, but not limited to, lodging, camping,
attractions and events. No public phone number is required, but a contact phone number
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must be provided to Explore Minnesota. Explore Minnesota reserves the right to deny a
listing that is not in the best interest of EMN or the state.

LODGING & CAMPING DATABASE

Explore Minnesota’s Lodging & Camping (Accommodations) Database exists to provide
information on places for the traveling public to stay overnight when traveling in
Minnesota. Basic listings in this statewide database are provided free of charge to lodging
& camping establishments that meet the basic criteria listed here.

e For purposes of the database, the lodging or camping establishment must be
located in Minnesota; it must be permanent and open on a seasonal or year-round
basis and must fit one of the existing classifications in order to qualify.

e The establishment must be open to the general public. A facility that requires the
purchase of property or timeshare ownership, and/or that requires membership
(even if membership is free), is not eligible.

e To be included in this database, the business and/or organization affirms
compliance with all local, state and federal ordinances, regulations and laws.

e To be included in this database, the facility must be in compliance with any
required licensing and taxation laws.

The content of all Explore Minnesota lodging & camping listings is limited to information
related to the primary purpose of the database, i.e., rentals by the traveling public. The
listings cannot be used for real estate sales, timeshare sales, or recruitment of
memberships. Explore Minnesota reserves the right to edit these database listings and to
periodically review listings for continued eligibility.

Classifications

BED-AND-BREAKFAST / HISTORIC INN

A facility with indoor lodging, which is generally a private home, that offers bedrooms and
breakfast for paying guests on a nightly basis, and requires a minimum stay of less than
30 consecutive days. Some are historic homes furnished with antiques, while others are
cottages, farmhouses or contemporary family homes. OR A small hotel or lodge in a
renovated or carefully preserved building (pre-1930) that offers rooms on a nightly basis;
a minimum stay of less than 30 consecutive days is allowed. Rooms are traditionally
decorated with antique furnishings or reproductions. Typically, these hotels may offer
more privacy than is customary in a B&B home. Breakfast is not included in the price of
the room unless stated.

CAMPING

A facility intended for camping, accessed directly by vehicle or indirectly by trail or
watercraft, consisting of designated sites designed to accommodate, generally, a family-
size group of people. Picnic ground, swimming beach and water access are frequent minor
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facilities of a campground. Camping sites must be available for rental. Establishments
that require the purchase of property or campsites, or membership, are not eligible.

FARM STAYS

A facility with lodging, where sleeping accommodations are offered to paying guests on a
working farm. A farm stay can take many forms, including converted rooms in

the farmhouse to accommodate overnight guests, a repurposed outbuilding as a

sleeping cabin, or a purpose-built structure specifically for guests.

HOTEL/MOTEL

A facility with multiple indoor lodging units, where sleeping accommodations are offered
for one night or more to travelers; a minimum stay of less than 30 consecutive days is
allowed. Hotels and motels may include minor facilities such as swimming pools, saunas,
etc., but, unlike resorts are not specifically designed to support a variety of recreation
activities. The hotel/motel facility type is intended primarily as a travel-oriented lodging
facility.

HOUSEBOAT RENTAL

A business that rents boats designed to accommodate a group of people over a period of
days, with sleeping, kitchen and bathroom facilities. Patrons may rent boats on a daily or
weekly basis; a minimum stay of less than 30 consecutive days is allowed.

MONTHLY/SEASONAL RENTAL REQUIRED

A facility with indoor lodging, where sleeping accommodations are offered to travelers
with a minimum required stay of at least 30 consecutive days but not more than 120
consecutive days (to allow for a seasonal rental). The facility type must be intended
primarily as a travel-oriented lodging facility, and not as the permanent residence of the
occupants. Properties listed within this category CANNOT be listed under any other
category, because all other categories must allow rentals of less than 30 consecutive days.

OUTFITTERS FOR OVERNIGHT TRIPS

An outfitting business that rents all of the equipment needed for overnight off-site tent
camping trips. This could include canoes, tents and other camping gear, and may include
the sale of maps and/or food, and trip-planning services.

RESORT

A facility with indoor lodging, specifically designed to support recreation activities, usually
in a vacation- related time span; a minimum stay of less than 30 consecutive days is
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allowed. Resorts generally offer a variety of other facilities, such as rental watercrafts,
swimming beaches, water access, and occasionally campgrounds, golf courses, trails, etc.
The resort facility type is distinguished from the hotel/motel facility type by both its on-
site recreation facilities and natural resources and its intent as primarily a vacation-
oriented versus travel-oriented lodging facility. For a resort to have a separate database
listing in the vacation home category, the resort & vacation home must have separate Tax
ID numbers.

VACATION HOME RENTAL (PRIVATE)

An individual indoor lodging structure, such as a vacation home, cabin or cottage, which is
rented in its entirety for one night or more to travelers; a minimum stay of less than 30
consecutive days is allowed; the lodging unit is NOT part of a resort, hotel, motel or other
multi-unit lodging business. To be listed, the home or cabin owner must be in compliance
with any required licensing and taxation laws.

Vacation Home property owners that rely on a property management company (defined
below) to handle reservations, collect and remit sales tax and other required taxes are not
eligible for an additional separate listing from that of the management company.

VACATION PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMPANIES

Vacation property management companies are companies that rent privately-owned
vacation properties (as defined above) on behalf of owners, and which collect and remit
sales and other required taxes on these properties. Property management companies that
handle two or more units of accommodation are only eligible for a single listing of their
property management business — not a listing for each unit - in the Explore Minnesota
database. This rule applies whether the units offered by the company are contained in a
single building or complex, such as a condominium building, or in multiple cabins in a
traditional Minnesota resort layout, and whether the accommodation is available at
several different locations, such as privately owned cabins or homes in completely
separate locations.

The vacation properties and the management company must comply with all licensing
and taxation laws.

Attractions & Activities Database Criteria

The Explore Minnesota Attractions & Activities Database exists to provide information on
places to go and things to do that travelers are interested in and frequently ask about.
The database includes information that the traveling public may want or need to know
before traveling to an area. Listings for some local points of interest, such as picnic areas,
laokes, beaches, etc., are not included in this statewide database.
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For purposes of the database, an attraction or activity site is defined as a place with a
specific, unchanging address/location; the attraction or activity site must be located in
Minnesota; it must be permanent and available on a seasonal or year-round basis and
must fit one of the existing categories in order to qualify. A facility that requires
membership (even if membership is free) is not eligible.

The attraction or activity must be open or available to the public on a regular schedule;
however, EMN reserves the right, on a case-by-case basis, to consider listings of activities
for which reservations are required when deemed appropriate for the specific activity.
(Please note that the word Attractions is used to refer to the database to cover a wide
variety of classifications.)

Attraction/Activity Site Classifications Definitions

ADVENTURE TRIPS

An organization that provides scheduled or custom-designed outdoor activity trips led by
experienced guides. Trips may include one or more of the following: biking, canoeing, dog
sledding, fly-in fishing, hiking, kayaking, rafting, rock climbing and skiing. Food, lodging
and gear may be provided.

AMUSEMENTS

Amusement parks, miniature golf, corn mazes and other attractions that are open
regularly on a year-round or seasonal basis.

ANTIQUE SHOPS

A store, shop or mall whose primary business purpose is the sale of antiques to the public.
In order to be listed, the business must be open on a regularly scheduled basis and have
or be listed in a printed brochure or website that identifies it as an antiques business and
clearly indicates these hours. Stores or malls with multiple dealers are only eligible for one
listing.

ART MUSEUMS & GALLERIES

A facility that houses and maintains permanent and/or temporary art exhibits that are
open for public viewing. Must have regular hours the museum/gallery is open to the
public. Multiple studios sharing a building/gallery space only qualify for a listing covering
the whole building or gallery.
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BIKING TRAILS

Trails can be either paved or unpaved. Paved trails include asphalt, crushed limestone and
similarly surfaced trails, and should be at least 10 miles long and suitable for biking.
Natural surface trails (singletrack) typically incorporate obstacles like logs and rocks and
are suitable for mountain biking in single file. These trails should be a minimum of 1 mile
in length and groomed.

BIRDING & WILDLIFE VIEWING

Public lands, reserves, clubs, guides or field trip organizers with an established focus on
birding or other wildlife viewing. To be listed, the area or activity must be available to the
public and must either have relevant signage, educational displays or information, or a
designated contact person or organization. It can also be included if it’s designated as “an
Audubon Important Birding Area”. Properties that require an overnight stay to use the
viewing areas or participate in the field trips are not included in this category.

BOAT, TRAIN & TROLLEY TOURS

An organized tour or excursion that uses a common conveyance for a group. The travel
method may be of interest itself, such as riverboats, paddlewheel boats, passenger trains,
trolley cars, carriages; or the tour will focus on an area of interest (a specific lake, river,
historical areaq, etc.). Tours must be available to the public.

BOATS AND MOTORIZED WATERCRAFT RENTAL

Businesses that rent motorized boats and/or other licensed motorized watercraft and
equipment to the public.

CANOE & WILDERNESS OUTFITTERS

A business that rents all of the equipment needed for day trips. This includes canoes, the
sale of maps and/or food and trip-planning services.

CANOE, KAYAK AND ROWBOAT RENTAL

Businesses that rent non-motorized licensed watercraft and equipment to the public.

CASINOS/GAMING

Casinos and horse racing facilities that are open to the public.
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CHILDREN’S MUSEUMS

A museum whose primary audience is children and that provides exhibits or hands-on
interactions.

CITY & AREA GUIDED TOURS

Organized tours with a primary focus on multiple points of interest in a specific city, town
or destination area. Audio and self-guided tours need to include a digital or print tour
route in the listing description.

COMMUNITY CENTERS

a public facility that serves as a central hub for a community to gather, socialize,
participate in recreational or educational activities, and access various support services,
often including programs for different age groups and interests, run by either government,
non-profit organizations, or faith-based groups; essentially acting as a focal point for
community engagement and wellbeing.

CROSS-COUNTRY SKI TRAILS

Ski trails that are at least 10k and are regularly maintained/groomed.

DANCE

A venue that presents a regular season of dance performances by traveling troupes OR a
Minnesota- based professional dance group that performs regularly in the state.
Attractions database contains contact information only, not performance schedules.

DOG SLEDDING EXCURSIONS

Businesses that provide dog sledding excursions.

DOWNHILL SKIING AND SNOWBOARDING

A facility with multiple runs of varying difficulty levels, ski lifts of various types, and
regular maintenance throughout the season.
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ETHNIC HERITAGE ATTRACTIONS

An attraction (museum, site, tour, etc.) that is open to the public and for which the
primary focus is the people, traditions, history and/or culture of a specific race or
nationality.

FISHING GUIDES AND CHARTERS

Guided fishing excursions, with equipment and bait available. Watercraft and guides may
be hired for a private fishing excursion or be available to the public at scheduled times.
Rates are per trip on a half- or full-day basis. Fishing guides must have a printed
brochure, business card or website available.

GARDENS, ORCHARDS & FARMS

A subset of the Family Fun category, these listings include public gardens with set hours
for visiting. The gardens must be a primary focus of the site. Orchards and farms must
have specified hours that they are open to the public and offer tours, interactive
opportunities (such as pick-your-own-produce, hayrides, etc.) or other family-appropriate
activities.

GOLF COURSES

Public or semi-private regulation golf course (open to the public) with nine or more holes.

HIKING

State trails or trails within state parks, available for use by walkers or hikers. Some trails
may also be used for biking, in-line skating, cross-country skiing or snowmobiling. Trails
maintained at other public facilities may also be listed if they are at least 5 miles in
length.

HISTORIC MUSEUMS, SITES & TOURS

A building or geographical site that holds direct relevance to history of the local areaq,
state or country because of the site's location, contents, architecture, or the people or
cultures associated with it. The site must be open to the public on a regularly scheduled
basis. Includes county historical museums, state historic sites, historic homes with period
furnishings, etc. Does not include historic markers at waysides or buildings simply listed
on the National Historic Register. The site's primary draw must be its historic value, rather
than a related commercial enterprise.

10
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HORSE RENTAL/TRAIL RIDES

Stables that provide horses and the necessary equipment for use by novice riders. Rates
are per hour or trip. Experienced wranglers on hand. Stables are located near trails that
can be used for guided or unguided rides.

HUNTING GUIDES

An individual or company who provides hunting excursions to the general public.
Equipment and/or dog rental may be available. Guides may be hired for a private hunting
excursion or available to the public at scheduled times. Rates are per trip (half or full day),
or per game animal. Hunting guides must have a printed brochure, business card or
website available.

HUNTING PRESERVES

A business licensed by the Department of Natural Resources to operate a hunting and
shooting area. The business must be open to the public, not only to members of a specific
hunting club. Hunting opportunities may include upland birds, waterfowl and/or large
game; sporting clays and target shooting may also be offered.

ICE FISHING HOUSE RENTAL

A business that rents ice fishing shelters to the public.

INDUSTRIAL & FACTORY TOURS

A guided or self-guided, in-depth public tour of a factory or other operating business. The
primary purpose of these tours is to demonstrate how a product is made or how an
industry operates.

MINES & CAVE TOURS

Organized guided or self-guided public tours of a working or historical mine or mining site,
or of a cave.

MUSIC CLUBS

Establishments whose primary purpose is to present live music to the public, from small
intimate café and coffee shop settings to larger, well-established clubs and halls. The
music offered may include jazz and blues to country, indie rock, hard rock and hip hop, or
other genres. May offer scheduled shows on weekends or have music seven nights a week.

11
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MUSICAL PERFORMING GROUPS

Professional music groups, such as symphony orchestras, that perform regularly for the
public OR groups that organize musical performances of a particular type or genre for the
public. The attractions database contains contact information only, not performance
schedules.

NATIONAL PARKS & FORESTS

Nationally operated parks, forests, monuments, wildlife refuges and recreation areas.

NATURE CENTERS

Any city, county, regional, state or federally designated area containing a visitor center
and created for the purpose of educating people about nature and the environment.

PERFORMING ARTS CENTERS

Any space whose primary purpose is to provide a venue for the performing arts (theater,
dance, music). The attractions database contains contact information only, not
performance schedules.

PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAMS

Professional clubs with regularly scheduled games. The attractions database contains
contact information only, not schedules.

RAFTING/RIVER TUBING

A business located on or near a river with inner tubes or rafts for rent and shuttle service
from a trip destination or to a departure point.

SCENIC BYWAYS

Any officially designated national or state scenic byway.

SCIENCE AND NATURE MUSEUM

An indoor and/or outdoor facility that provides examples of, observation of, and/or
interpretation of environmental or other scientific concepts. Includes zoos, public gardens,
horticultural sites and science- related museums. Listings in this category do NOT include
trails, unless interpretive displays or other educational information is available.

12
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SHOPPING

e Shopping Center/Area: Regional malls or community shopping centers that meet
retail industry definitions based on size (>150,000 sq. ft. gross leasable area.) To
qualify for listing, the centers must have a central phone number on-site for
information about the shopping center or mall and a printed directory or brochure
available to be mailed, or a public website that lists the shops in the center or mall.
May also include physical buildings that are owned by a single company,
corporation, or investment group and then leased back to the shops.

e Shopping district/Main Street: A grouping of 10 or more unique and independently
owned stores located on a single street. The district or main street should be in a
walkable area and managed by an official association/organization with a central
phone number/website that promotes the shopping district.

e Only in MN Shopping: A boutique, shop, or specialty store that is independently
owned and run in the state of Minnesota, and is accessible to the general public. To
qualify for listing, the business must operate on a consistent, predetermined, year-
round schedule and either have its own brochure or be featured on a website that
clearly states it is locally owned in Minnesota and provides its operating hours in a
transparent manner.

*Please note that pop-up shops should not be listed here; those are listed as "Shopping
Events'.

SNOWMOBILE RENTAL

A business that rents snowmobiles to the public. Other related equipment may also be
available.

STATE PARKS

Any designated state park or state forest.

SUMMER LEAGUE BASEBALL

Summer league clubs with regularly scheduled games. The attractions database contains
contact information only, not schedules.

THEATER

Professional, semi-professional, or community theater company/venue that provides
regular performances of plays or musicals for the general public. The attractions database
contains contact information only, not schedules.

13
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TRIBAL NATION ATTRACTIONS

Facilities and sites located on reservation lands or operated and maintained by federally
recognized Tribal Nations within the state of Minnesota.

WATERFALLS

A natural waterfall open to the public for viewing.

WATERPARKS - INDOOR

An amusement recreation facility, open to the public, which features swimming pool(s)
and some other water-related activities, such as water slides, water games, water tubing,
zero-depth play areas, etc. In order to be listed, the waterpark must be available to the
public for day-use, not only to overnight guests at a lodging facility. Public swimming
pools that offer lap or open swimming only are not eligible.

WATERPARKS - OUTDOOR

An amusement recreation facility, open to the public, which features swimming pool(s)
and some other water-related activities, such as water slides, water games, water tubing,
zero-depth play areas, etc. In order to be listed, the waterpark must be available to the
public for day-use, not only to overnight guests at a lodging facility. Public swimming
pools that offer lap or open swimming only are not eligible.

WINE, BEER & SPIRITS TOURS

A vineyard, winery, distillery or brewery open to the public for tours, demonstrations,
informational visits or other activities. Sites that are strictly for the retail sale of wine,
beer or spirits are not eligible.

WORKSHOPS/ RETREATS

An organization that offers workshops or supervised/guided retreats in areas such as
nature study, visual or literary arts, spirituality, etc. These organizations may offer
scheduled workshops with overnight accommodations included, or may be day workshops
only.

Z00sS

Zoos, petting zoos and aquariums open regularly year-round or seasonally.

14
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Food & Flavors

The Explore Minnesota Dining Database exists to provide a representation of a range of
Minnesota flavors and experiences of places to dine that enhance the Minnesota travel
experience. The database contains information that the traveling public may need to
know in advance of travel to an aread, or while in an area. Listings contain dining venues
from Minnesota classics to brewpubs.

For purposes of the database, a dining establishment must be open or available to the
public; have a specific, unchanging address/location; be in Minnesota; be permanent and
available on a seasonal or year-round basis; and fit one of the existing classifications in
order to qualify.

Establishments that are NOT eligible for the database include: fast-food chain
restaurants, food trucks, food courts, and individual vendors at a festival.

Food & Flavors Classification Definitions

AMERICAN FARE

A restaurant that specializes in iconic American foods. Examples might include
hamburgers and cheeseburgers, fried chicken, barbecue, and apple pie. These foods are
uniquely American in both their style and preparation. The restaurant may serve only
breakfast and/or lunch.

CRAFT BEER & SPIRITS

A restaurant that also serves beer or spirits crafted at an on-site brewery or distillery. Or
an establishment, open to the public, that serves cocktails or beer manufactured on-site.

FINE DINING

Restaurants that specialize in elaborate or skillfully prepared food in the style of haute or
grand cuisine.

INTERNATIONAL

A restaurant that specializes in food originating from a specific heritage and culture.

LOCALLY GROWN OR FARM TO TABLE

Restaurants with a significant number of menu items featuring locally sourced and/or
organic foods.

15
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ONLY IN MN

Restaurants that are unique to Minnesota in their menus, style and preparation of fare
such as walleye, wild rice, lutefisk or hot dish -or- are acknowledged as iconic Minnesota
destination dining establishments (food halls, drive-ins, etc.) or are diasporic cuisines
from immigrant communities with a large presence in Minnesota, such as Hmong or
Somali.

SWEETS & TREATS

Non-chain ice cream shops, bakeries, doughnut shops, pie shops, candy shops, and other
establishments specializing in dessert items.

WINERIES AND WINERY DINING

An establishment that sells wine produced on-site for on-site consumption may offer wine
tastings, wine by the glass or bottle and/or food.

Events

To promote Minnesota festivals and events that have potential for generating overnight
travel in Minnesota. The following criteria are current guidelines for inclusion in the EMT
calendar.

ARTS & CULTURE EVENTS

e Art Exhibits — an art exhibition or show that takes place at an art museum, gallery,
or exhibit hall dedicated to the arts.

e Art Fairs — a gathering of artists in a specific geographic location such as a park
whose purpose is to exhibit and/or sell their wares.

e Comedy Shows

e Community Festivals — festivals or events that are annually reoccurring and local in
nature.

e Culinary Events — an event where food is the primary focus of the event. RibFest,
Taste of, etc. Not food vendors at larger events such as a carnival.

e Dance Performances — a performance by a professional or semi-professional
dance troupe. Not a street dance at a festival.

e Film & Film Festivals — a film shown at an Omnimax theater or a film festival. Can
also be a special one-time showing in a park.

e Historic Exhibits

e History & Heritage Events — events that take place at historic sites or are historic in
nature such as re-enactment groups or period acting at historic sites/tours.

e Literary Events — author readings, book fairs, library events and tours with a
literary theme

e Live Theater — a play performed by a professional, semi-professional, or
community theater group. Not opera. To be listed there must be the name of a

16
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specific play rather than a generic “spring play.” A play or musical performed by a
professional, touring, semi-professional, or community theater organization or
production company. Not opera. To be listed there must be the name of a specific
show rather than a generic “spring play.”

e Music Festivals — a festival where music is the primary focus. The festival usually
has multiple performing groups providing entertainment and may or may not
include an overnight stay such as camping.

e Musical Performances — A musical performance performed by a professional,

semi-professional, or amateur musical group. Does not include musical theater

(Sound of Music, Hair). Music performances must list the specific venue where the

performance is taking place.

Special Exhibits — exhibits found at places that run for longer than 6 weeks.

State & County Fairs

Storytelling Events

Studio Tours — art crawls or studio tours that can cover a geographic area or a

neighborhood.

e Tribal Nation Events — Events hosted on reservation lands or organized by federally
recognized Tribal Nations within the state of Minnesota.

e Winery/Brewery/Bar Events — Things like drag performances, trivia, bands, and
theme nights in venues that are classified as Wineries, breweries, and bars. This
also covers classes at those venues (ie: Candle Making/painting/arts occurring at
those venues)

OTHER EVENTS

Events that are primarily entertaining or recreational in nature, that are likely to be of
interest to a broad number of travelers.
e Auto, Boat, Air & Machine Shows
e Birding and Wildlife Events — an event whose main focus is learning about or
experiencing nature firsthand.
e Children’s Events — events geared specifically toward youth
e Holiday Events — holiday light displays, Easter egg hunts, Halloween celebrations,
New Year’s events and other holiday-related festivities
e Lectures & Workshops
e Science & Nature Exhibits & Events
e Shopping Events — Sidewalk sales, “crazy days” and other events where shopping
is the primary draw
e Themed Getaways — A participatory event that may or may not include lodging.
Usually a day or multiple-day event.
e Volunteer Events
e Other Events - items that don’t necessarily belong in any other group, but are
entertaining or recreational in nature. Unique classes or workshops that do not
require membership or recurring attendance, for example, a yoga class or
photography workshop at a public park.

17
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SPORTS

Sports events designed to draw out-of-town participants, such as: major bike rides and
events, major fishing tournaments, golf tournaments, major motor races, marathons,
major running and walking events, professional team sports, and collegiate sports. Sports
events that are part of community festivals will not be listed separately under sports.

Bike Rides or Races

Canoe, Sailing, Boating Events & Races
Duathlons and Triathlons
Fishing Events

Golf Tournaments

Hunting Events

Motor Rides and/or Races
Running and/or Walking Events
Skiing Events/Races

Sled Dog Events/Races
Spectator Sports

Snowmobile Rides/Races
Water Sports

EVENTS NOT INCLUDED

Events with animal performers

Style shows

Private home tours (Exceptions: Home tours for the holidays, garden tours of
historic homes)

Club events where the event is NOT open to the general public

Retreats requiring a stay at a lodging facility, or requiring reservations (Exceptions:
themed events)

Ongoing activities with no specific dates

Church fairs or bazaars

Religious services

Season opening dates of attractions

Civic events

Events directed toward a very specific audience (example: trail rides, for those who
own their own horses; town reunions)

Conferences, symposiums, or seminars

In general, events with limited appeal

Any event that uses offensive and derogatory language. Unless someone actually
participating in the event that is a part of the community it represents reaches out,
this is a no. That being said, if someone reaches out, we can absolutely reconsider.
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Those in marginalized communities have the power to reclaim terms that have
been used against them.
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