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GFO Media Result Summary

* The 2026 Governor's Fishing Opener in Stillwater,
MN, netted 1,083 media placements and an
estimated audience reach of over 1.2 billion people
across print, broadcast, radio, and online.

* Media Row was bustling at the Water Street Inn,
with over 20 media outlets attending in person to
interview the Governor, Explore Minnesota, the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, and
Stillwater community members.
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GFO Med

Minnesota’s fishing season kicks off
this weekend in Stillwater
ByKSTP

Updated: May 8, 2026 - 6:24 AM
Published: May 8, 2026 - 6:13 AM

Acquired Through MGN Online on 02/02/2022

The start of the 2026 Fishing season kicks off on
Saturday as the 78th Minnesota Governor’s Fishing
Opener gets underway In Stillwater on the St. Croix River.

On Friday and Saturday, the governor’s office will join
Explore Minnesota and the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources to honor the state’s rich tourlsm and

ia Highlights

Businesses in Stillwater
geared up for Minnesota
Governor's Fishing Opener

About half a million Minnesotans will be out
on the water this weekend for the Fishing
Opener.

Gov. Walz previews fishing opener weekend in
Stillwater

Posted May 8, 2

69°

Minneapolis, MN »

KARE BB

Mayor Ted
Kozlowski
discusses MN
Fishing Opener in
Stillwater

Mayor Ted Kozlowski joins Meghan MacPherson to share what
to expect at the Governor’s Fishing Opener happening this
year in Stillwater.

WiON*=: [©

IRNING NEWSWATCH WITH JAY CALDWELL

GOVERNOR WALZ CASTS HIS
LINE AT MINNESOTA'S FISHING
OPENER
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STILLWATER (WJON News) - The fishing opener took

place on S:

urday, with anglers from all over the state

nor Tim Walz held the 78th Annual

taking part. Gov

Governor's Fishing Opener In Stillwater.

& m

GOVERNOR’S
FISHING OPENER

STILLWATER 2026

(Stillwater, MN)--The 78th Minnesota
Governor’s Fishing Opener is coming up
May 8 and 9 in Stillwater. Chris Morgan
of Explore Minnesota says anglers will be
fishing the St. Croix River this year.
Morgan says “it’s going to be really fun
and exciting to do something different.
And to be in a place that is as lively as

Stillwater.” =

= TUNE IN LIVE! -

BROADCASTING LIVE FROM

RGASBORD

YOUR MIX OF EVERYTHING Eﬂoﬂf

Live from

STILLWATER,
MN!

Be /;art of the

LOCAL FLAVOR

Stillwater ready to host the 78th Annual
Governor’s Fishing Opener on the St. Croix
River

This is the first time Stillwater has hosted the governor's
traditional opener

sunny moeming o the St Croo: - two walleye and a bas!
Opense, Minnesota. See less

NORTHERN
NEWS NOW

=

t

2026 Minnesota Fishing Opener kicks off Saturday

KFGOY

in Stillwater.

Governor Walz Celebrates 2026 Governor’s
Fishing Opener

Fargo, ND, USA / The Mighty 790 KFGO | KFGO

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Commissioner and fisheries staff for
trout stocking at Browns Creek Nature Preserve, and joined Stillwater students
at a youth fishing event highlighting conservation and water safety. The

Governor also visited small businesses and attended a community celebration

isten Live Q

Governor Tim Walz celebrated the 78th Governor’s
Fishing Opener this weekend, reeling in two Walleye
and one White Bass alongside legislative leaders on
the St. Croix River

On Friday, Governor Walz participated in interviews
with local and statewide press, joined the Minnesota

MY MINNesOTA



GFO Media Highlights

The top five media outlets that prominently covered the 2026 Minnesota Governor's Fishing Opener:

* Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal: Delivered the highest-value placement of the cycle — a
SUSINSS AIIL major feature on Minnesota's livability and tourism economy that referenced the Fishing Opener
as a signature driver of the state's visitor economy.

@CBS CBS News: Provided national reach with five separate placements during the GFO window,
NEWS including a prominent feature on Governor Walz and the fishing opener that reached audiences
across the country.

* KSTP-TV: The single most active broadcast outlet, with 33 total placements — delivering
consistent, multi-day coverage of the opener, Stillwater, and the surrounding events both on-air

and online.
ule.. * Minnesota Star Tribune: Delivered two high-impact print and digital placements including a
T feature in "The Good Life" section following the event — reaching more than 218,000 readers.

* WCCO-TV: Provided sustained multi-platform coverage across 20 total placements, including
broadcast and online, with stories ranging from pre-event previews to live morning coverage
during Media Row.

wWCCO
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thriftywithacompass

Stillwater, Minnesota

thriftywithacompass The ultimate summer tre
the treats trail in Stillwater, MN!

Not only is Stillwater known for its beautiful tr
Croix River, there's a “trail” for those with a sw
route downtown on Main Street to stop at on
local sweet treat spots.

ti[[[llater B It's never a trip to Stillwater without stopping

malt together &
UTIFUL ST. CROIX RIVER

E BEA Which spot are you stopping at first?

#discoverstillwater #exploremn #visitmn #sun
#summertreats

" this 90“" Sigﬂ to do o sweet e @ minneapaula The portions at nelson’s go craz
rawl in Stillwater, Minnesota [ e ey
—— View replies (1)

@ expeditionkristen @ Such a cute town!

llike Reply

w ——  View replies (1)

E @ knead.to.roam @ This looks like such a fun itil

‘ 5 Z 1w 4likes Reply
——  View replies (1)

A .
2
@ minne.eats Love sweet treats!!

v 3likes Reply

—— View replies (1)
@ planetwithsara @ Love this idea!! Stillwater is
S A 1like Renlv
QoY

G s Liked by knead.to.roam and 643 others

@ Add a comment..

GFO Social Media Summary

Discover Stillwater hosted 3 creators: @maddyswain,
@thriftywithacompass, and @whereshewore. Each
creator shared at least 1 social video, along with
several Instagram stories throughout the weekend.

@maddyswain and @thriftywithacompass posted
multiple reels and carousels beyond the initial scope.

Discover Stillwater and Explore Minnesota also
garnered dozens of new short-form video clips from
various businesses to use in future social media
content.

Over the weekend, Explore Minnesota and the
creators generated more than 135K views
and 4.6K interactions.
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@ rrmee GFO Social Media Summary

@ ===~
2 mory

* The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources'
social media team created 11 posts across FB and IG
during the event weekend.

* Topics highlighted youth angling, fish handling, women
anglers, and the Governor's successful outing.

* DNR posts resulted in 261,312 views, more than 9,500
interactions and a 3.7% blended engagement rate.

* DNR's top FB post: Gov. Walz license purchase,
resulting in 93,210 views and 2,116 reactions.

* DNR's top IG post: Walleye stocking reel, resulting
in 6,653 views and 230 likes.

Tew insights

Qe v
“‘, Liked by butfalo_ca
©
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GFO Social Media Highlights

GOVEITONS

g
1itlg

a7 /? iaz sl

invited me to. (hé{‘
Minnesota Governoi’s Fi
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Thank you @discoverstillwater and @exploreminnesota for inviting
me!

2
U_(-r Take a look at highlights from this past weekend and get inspired

for all the things you can add to your Stillwater summer itinerary.

Businesses mentioned in the video:
@tipsypies

@liftbridge_cowork

@goldandeight
@esgourmetsandwiches

Washington County Heritage Center
@riversirenbrewing

@ziggysonmain

@pdpappys

@annbeanmansion

Boat host John with @castalongzpp
@stillwaterriverboats
@stillwaterpubliciibrary

Washington County Historic Courthouse
@gasthausbavarianhunter
@leosgrillandmaltshop

@kempscows

And thank you @mycubfoods @topthetater and
@olddutchfoods_us for the boat snacks!

#onlyinmn
#MNGFO2026

@discoverstillwater! {1

2w 4likes Reply

—  View replies (1)

exploreminnesota  Thank you for joining us in o

@ momesotaone© e naga et day nSuater bt 100 St

0 minnesotadns ©
Soo-m Hwang » Fish i the Aquarum (Vo Orum )

grade students from Rutherford Elementary for fish schooll
DNR tracition to bring a fun-filled day for the Govemor's Fishing
Opener weekend.

The students ot to meet some of our K9 officers. leam about
Minnesota’s native fish. and gie fishing a try for themsehves. Safe
10 53y, the future of Minnesota fishing s i good hands. We s see
you next yerr! & @ © ©

minnesotadne © Wil you be headed out with your itte angler ¢
e

this weekend? Let us know below! d

oQe v |

QD) Uiced by butalo_catcher a0 113 othrs

D
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v
#MNGO2026 #Discoverstillwater #OnlyinMN
galavantgal 1 love Stillwater so much

Tiike Reply
exploreminnesota ® @ @ @
4likes Reply

—  View replies (1)

mar_buckley Love this edit!

Tlike Reply
——  View replies (1)
© Love love love t I'm

shocked you didn't hit up Nelson's!
Ziikes Reply

——  View replies (1)

retroviolette ® Love Stillwater

2likes Reply
—  View replies (1)
lizannelately @ Okay this is so cute. Also Stillwater is the best

for a day trip

2w 2likes Reply

—  View replies (1)

re are 4 topspots for
ota!
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@ i< by dcoversibuate and 203 thers

0 minnesotadnr © Reel it inll d 1)
MN Govenor's Fishing Opener 2026 is HERE and we are READY!

Befoce you snap that pic though-.. 8o you actually know how to
hold your esteh?

MN DNR Fisheries Specialist Storm Kettelhut has you covered with
s0me tips from water to boat. &

dr Support the belly, One hand up front. one near the tail
& Extend the fish out 3 tte. The fsh looks bigger, The photo
fooks better.

& Saueamish about the mouth? Try the trout hold. Grab the tail
support the body. No teeth required.

& Pike or walleye? Hold from inside the gill plate.

dr Stay close to the edge of the boat. Fish flops.. 1t goes back in
the water. Not your problem.

Hoid it night. Release it right.

Stay safe and have funt, anglers! &l

@ buttalo,_catcher | recommend holding the fish close, unless ¢
you have 3 professionsl photographe. Cell phone cameras
automatically focus on faces The further the fish s fom the
face the biurrier it will be. A blurry fish n the middie of 3 photo
ool terible. You can focus on the fish, but then the face wil
be out o focus

oQe v R

RAQ Uied by buttalo_catcher and 228 others

Happy \hr:nfmi..l [;Lm,\i ing opener
Goodilifok2o .lqéduﬁw\‘
o 4o

SARTFET
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Coordinated Effort

Statewide, Regional and Local Partners

Discover Stillwater

City of Stillwater

City of Bayport

City of Oak Park Heights
Water Street Inn

Hotel Crosby

Lora Hotel

Rivertown Inn

Stillwater River Boats
Xcel Energy

Lift Bridge Brewing Company
Stillwater Boat Club
Ultimate Events

Red Lake Nation
Minnesota Lottery
Northwestern Mutual
Darn Knit Anyway

Miss Minnesota

Mulberry Point Yacht Club

National Marine Manufacturers
Association

OnSite Companies

Old Dutch

Captain Ken's

First State Bank and Trust

Rapala

Heritage Embroidery & Design

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

AloeUp

Kemp's

Washington County Heritage Center

Stillwater Trolley

Herman Electric Bike Rental

Prairie Island Indian Community

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe

Explore Minnesota

Department of Natural Resources

Office of the Governor & Lt. Governor

MY MINNesOTA



Stewardship & Conservation

Browns Creek Restoration and Trout Stocking

On Friday morning, Governor Walz and Commissioner
Strommen stocked Rainbow trout yearlings in Browns
Creek, along with remarks about the successful habitat
restoration project, which included a new ADA
accessible trout stream fishing platform. This project is
a partnership of the DNR, the City of Stillwater, and the
Browns Creek Watershed District.

Native Fish Day Proclamation

Governor Walz proclaimed May 8 as Native Fish Day,
which recognizes efforts to conserve native fish species
in partnership with Native Fish for Tomorrow, The
Minnesota Wildlife Federation, The Isaak Walton League
of Minnesota, The Nature Conservancy, and the DNR.

MY MINNesOTA




Elements of a Great Governor’s Fishing Opener

Core events

!

',ﬂ_.— %, W
-l ey

Media Row

Launch Ceremony Fishing Shore Lunch
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Elements of a Great Governor’s Fishing Opener
Additional activities in Stillwater

—
f—
)
by

Hunt

Trolley Tours Lumberjack Landing Tour
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